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November 2, 2022 

To All Department Members, 

 

The annual Brookline Police Department Awards Board is composed of a total of 6 sworn 

members of our Department, with an effort to be inclusive of all ranks and divisions. It was 

my privilege, in my capacity as the CSD Commander, to work with Detective Lieutenant 

O’Neill, Lieutenant Amendola, Lt. Gruber, Sgt. Hatchett, Officer Lalli and Detective Crespo 

on this committee.  Every award given, and described in the paragraphs that follow, was voted 

upon unanimously.  The delay in announcing the awards was largely due to the unprecedented 

amount of turnover at the command level, and for that I apologize.  Each recipient will be 

properly awarded in next year’s ceremony, which will likely be held during National Police 

Week (Sunday May 14th- Saturday May 20, 2023).   

 

Detective Duane Danforth - Officer of the Year 2021.  

 

The committee believes that Detective Danforth was worthy of this award based on his 

recommendation for several commendation letters, but particularly due to his involvement in 

two separate incidents: 

 

On June 12, 2021 Detective Danforth and Patrol Officer Stephenson responded to a call for a 

person with a firearm. Detective Danforth along with Patrol Officer Stephenson gathered facts 

and information. They learned that the subject involved had a history of suicidal ideations, 

overdoses, and mental health related interactions. Officer Stephenson and Detective Danforth 

first spoke to the individual by phone and were able to calm the situation down. Shortly after 

they entered apartment to engage in further conversation and assist the person in seeking 

medical assistance. Once inside the apartment Detective Danforth and Officer Stephenson 

noticed the person seated on the couch in a manner consistent with someone attempting to 

conceal something. They began to question the person about this and what they were 

concealing. At which time the person appeared to become very nervous and started to reach 

underneath where they were sitting. Both Officer Stephenson and Detective Danforth 

immediately took control of the person's arms. After moving the person from the couch to a 

chair Detective Danforth discovered a fully loaded Smith and Wesson .38 special, and the 

person was brought to a local hospital for mental health treatment. 

 

A few months later, in September of 2021, Brookline Dispatch received two reports of a 

suspect threatening to rob and kill people while simultaneously placing one hand in his 
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pocket in a threatening manner causing victims to fear he possessed a firearm. Numerous 

units responded to the immediate area where multiple victims began flagging down officers 

to report that they too had been the victims of armed robberies, attempted armed robberies, as 

well as assault and batteries. 

 

As Patrol Officers continued calling off with victims, it was clear that this was an “all hands 

on deck” call and members of all divisions responded to the area to assist. Detective 

Underwood quickly located the suspect matching the description and conducted a threshold 

inquiry.  Detective Duane Danforth joined her and assisted in deescalating the situation as the 

suspect become combative.  

 

Assisted by the majority of the shift, Detectives Danforth and Underwood pieced together the 

events of a violent crime spree that involved six different victims.  Following this arrest, the 

court held a dangerousness hearing during which the individual was found to be dangerous 

and held under GPS and home confinement. 

 

Detective Danforth has an impressive work history as a patrol officer and as a detective and 

was a finalist for Officer of the Year on 2020.  He has been recommended for additional 

letters of commendation already in 2022, and is a proactive, reliable member of our 

Department’s Special Response Team.  For these reasons and many more, the board voted 

unanimously to recommend Detective Danforth as Brookline Police Department’s 2021 

Officer of the Year. 

 

Detective Thomas O’Leary- Life Saving Medal 

 

Detective Thomas O’Leary is deserving of this award for his role in an incident that occurred 

in late 2020, where he and Officer Robert Mayer were dispatched to 1045 Beacon Street after 

receiving a “pink slip” (Authorization of Temporary Involuntary Hospitalization) for a 

resident. At first glance, the subject of the application appeared calm and cooperative, but after 

learning that he was being required to go to the hospital by his doctor, he lunged from the bed 

and through an open window in an attempt to die by suicide.  

 

The subject’s actions knocked out the screen out of the window and he was about half way out, 

but Detective O'Leary reacted quickly, grabbing the person by the back of his pants, and was 

able to pull him back through the window with the help of Officer Mayer and Fallon 

Ambulance paramedics.  

 

The quick actions and good instincts of Detective O'Leary, without question saved someone 

from taking their own life, and most of the committee had shared first hand storied of being 

with Detective O’Leary during similar types of emergencies. After thoughtful discussion, the 

board agreed that Detective O’Leary is deserving of the Lifesaving Medal, with the 

acknowledgement that over the course of his career it would be hard to actually tally the 

number of lives Detective O’Leary has physically saved.  Detective O’Leary was nominated 

for Officer of the Year. 
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Patrol Officer P’tah Johnson- Life Saving Medal 

 

On May 20, 2021 Patrol Officer P'tah Johnson was off duty traveling on Blue Hill Avenue in 

Mattapan to pick up his son from daycare. While in traffic, he noticed two individuals who 

appeared to be in distress inside a vehicle. Officer Johnson's training and experience kicked in 

recognizing these two people needed help, so he exited his vehicle and began rendering 

assistance. Upon initial assessment, Patrol Officer Johnson noticed one individual was not 

breathing normally and had a weak pulse. Based on these conditions, Officer Johnson directed 

bystanders to call 911 and began CPR. 

 

Shortly thereafter, Boston EMS and Fire arrived and administered Narcan to both subjects as 

it appeared they were showing signs and symptoms of opioid use. According to a Boston Police 

report, both individuals had become alert and conscious prior to being transported to the 

hospital where they were further evaluated by medical professionals. 

 

This is just one example of the benefits of the training police officers receive. It is said that 

police officers are never off duty and in this instance, because of his training and experience, 

Patrol Officer P'tah Johnson not only recognized that these individuals were in need of help 

but he chose to take action while off duty to render aid until EMS arrived and could provide a 

higher level of care. Because of his efforts, the two individuals who were initially unresponsive 

prior to EMS arrival, became alert and conscious before being transported to the hospital. Due 

to his swift actions while off duty Patrol Officer Johnson was awarded a Letter of 

Commendation, and we voted unanimously to award him a Lifesaving Medal as well. 

 

Patrol Officer William Walker- CIT Officer of the Year 

 

Officer William Walker conducts himself in a manner that exemplifies the principles of Crisis 

Intervention Training and implementation. He received CIT training shortly after beginning 

his career and was an early member of the Brookline Police Crisis Intervention Team. His calm 

demeanor and willingness to go above and beyond his assigned duties greatly benefit the 

Brookline Police Department and the Brookline Community.  

 

Officer Walker is a highly trained member of the department’s SRT Team and one of the 

department’s K-9 Operators, but is equally adept at working with individuals in acute crisis as 

well as vulnerable members of the Brookline Community who are living with ongoing 

challenges. He regularly works with adults, children and families living with mental health 

concerns, substance misuse disorders and developmental challenges. His calm and measured 

response to various incidents increase the likelihood of a positive outcome.  

 

A call from 2021 exemplifies his skills and compassion. Officer Walker was the lead officer 

on a call involving a suicidal teen. On scene, the teen was highly agitated and made numerous 

suicidal and homicidal statements.  At one point, the teen wielded a knife, backed himself into 

a room and invited the officers to come in after him. Officer Walker created space, employed 

a barrier, called for a less lethal option and slowed things down. This, while continuing to 

utilize verbal de-escalation and assuring the teen that they only wanted to help him but could 

only do so if he dropped the knife. Eventually, the teen did drop the knife and became 

compliant and was transported to the hospital. After completing his report, Officer Walker 




